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A few more notes on silk lute strings

In support of John Downing’s Comm 2013, it may be noted that Patrizio Barbieri, in his important 
paper on instruments strings in The Galpin Society Journal lix (May 2006) has actually discovered a 
documentary reference in a book published in Brescia in 1686 to silk lute strings, quoted below. In 
New York, Alexander Rakov has been making silk lute strings for some years, and Jacob Heringman 
gave a public trial of these at a meeting of the Lute Society in London in 2002. In the spirit of music 
society speaking unto music society, the following pages import short articles from Lute News on this 
subject, the first an essay by Rakov himself from Lute News 58 (June 2001) and (printed a long time 
after the fact) Lute News 78 (June 2006). 
   You can search for previous Comms from the Fomrhi Quarterly on the subject of historical silk 
strings, and read them online,  by going to http://www.fomrhi.org/pages/communications where all 
the 2000 Comms to date are listed, and use the ‘Search’ function.
  See also Alexander Raykov’s ‘How to make silk strings for early instruments’ at
 http://www.silkqin.com/03qobj/strings/raykovstrings.htm






